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INSTANCES OF PERSONAL REFERENCES
The plays contain, woven into the text, many
references to Oxford, personal and topical, some
of which are unintelligible until the relevancy to
Oxford is explained.
The Comedy of Errors (IV, ii)
Mrs. Clark shows that in 1571 Oxford and
Christopher Hatton had been awarded prizes in
a tournament, the former a tablet of diamonds,
the latter a gold bell and chains. It is conjectured
that Hatton at some time asked Oxford, "Do
you hear it ring?" and that Oxford, intentionally
misunderstanding, answered, " What, the chain?55
To which Hatton replied, "No, no, the bell.55
Anyhow, this short dialogue is found, word for
word, in the play. The conjecture is based on
the existing rivalry between the two for the
Queen's favour.
The play is founded on the Menachmi of Plautus,
of which there was no translation, when it was
written, and of which the Earl of Oxford bought
a copy in 1569.
Mrs. Clark identifies it with The Historic of
Error^ acted at Court in 1576. But it was probably
written about five or six years earlier, because
there are obvious topical allusions in the opening
116